P-~Gentry Cer I 


a aie 
Cr ALOU Powers,’ Framers Be 


t 


et 3 "Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA, DP88-01350R000200190019-F “Xs 


PHILADHLPETA BULLY, 
: ee eins, Oe SiR Mea Ra = 7 


s | | RQ APRID | | keer orm Oper ten» 


Panne Ovew Sgn Paha ae 


‘ a ‘ ne oo £ 
fe 


D =paration Overllight’ 


"\ Pilor’s Orders: Talk If Downed 


. 


seemed to be no solution to the 

' 5 duh te Ube, Wie _ |problent of Berlin, according to 

was nearly four years old, wel everything we. read, . Khrush- 

| were totally unprepared for ani chevy was determined to. make 
“accident.” It didn’t “neces-\trouble over the Issue. | 


‘garily have to be'a missile. One|. put it. was a minor topic, We}! 
were equally interested in Sen. |t: 


“Joose screw, ‘in just :the “right 
place, could bring an aircraft) Jolin F. ‘Kennedy's win over 
+ down, .* 46's} Hubert Humphrey in the Wis-|, 
- Asks Intelligence Officer oe Presidential ate o Io. 
i" othe silver dollar had pro-|Gaulle’s visit to the United) 1 
' Vided the obvious opening, id States; the orbiting of a naviga-| *- 
"J had presumed someone would tional satellite from Cape Cana-| 
‘ask it then, But no one had veral. We didn’t connect it with) - 
qur work or with the sudden in-| -,. 
crease in the number. of dver-} 
flights. erg ee “ae! 
« -|Own Explanation, 7 
We had our own explanation” 


Vl [te 4y (Second of a Series) . "|. 
“ui By FRANCIS GARY POWERS 
1) cNot tong alter the:instaltation’ 
“ae Of ‘the -«“granger,” the. in-: 
+1), tellipence’ officer introduced ud 
“4 1, to another. piece of. ¢quip- 
Shey ment. ¢ enh ee Lae ce eee 
“vot We couldn't figure It. out: 1t 
" Jooked like, a good-luck, charm. 
7°" Jt stemed to be an ordinary sil- 
““werldollar with a metal.loop at! | 
_Tonelend so it could be’ fastened ” 
*oritg a key -chain or &, chain:’ 


‘:mrbund the neck, 607. 


“Never Carrled Cyanide:"- |. 
‘Obviously enjoying our puz- | 
Ziement, he unscrewed the loop. 
_Xbuside the dollar was what an: 
“peared ‘to- be . an, ordinary. 
ois s’steaight needle, only, again-rot 
“an ordinary nocdlé, Toward. the] 
;* ,,end there were grooves, Inside,’, 
7 ae ‘grooves was a sticky brown + ts 
:.gubstance.’ FeO Ne ac ages : 
It was curare; the intelligence) Francis Gary, Powers Ss. 
/, officer. explained. Just, .onelb.o rd e r-sprveillance missions : 
prick would suffice, and ‘“spcctal” missions, ‘but 
From now-on, we could carry| were definitely restive. The|* least undeytandanls we ha siden Sr 
. taad ise , ; agents 49. Rusgiahage-we pre-|didn’t lessen the /ténsion. 
this, if we wanted to, instead Ofljionger the layoff, the greater, saab aid vecase of their] HMowevers-the first April) .-: 
cyanide. . * tots had de-| the, tension. The fewer the over. names ‘could. place {them In light, on the 19th, went off ag} ~ 
__ The majority of pilots had de- flights, the more apprehensive feopardy-alsn Moothly as its’ predecessorse!' | 
cided against carrying cyanide.|) yo’became about the next one. 1 What About the Worst? >.’ e'There was noveason to sie}: 
I had never carried it. Then, suddenly, two flights: rnd AN it page se, that ming.echeduled. for} « 
“But we: were fascinated with|| wore scheduled for the same 1 persisted. “AW: Ment, dat ate in the month, Would go othe) 
the doflar-pin-needle device.l| jonth, April, 1960, ‘the warst, in ol te plane! crwise. Yet :we ‘were, a” litle 
Passing it around, quite’ car- i Ofer cet Bo oi ote ®t ABO down, afd the ‘4P-) more appréltensive, about it, 
tully, « leaving. the .necdle in Picked to Fly - 0 : «we tured, ‘What stary, does: he use? than -usually;wduld-have been: 
the sheath, we each examined I was to be “backup™ on’ the’ Exactly: OW: the casey: Since: it: would differ; aa 
itIt was ingenious, Who would/ifirst and to Uy the second. — tell?” from alf.provious ‘dverflights in 
~ fever think of looking inside al!’ The backup pilot was simply’ - His a Pe oe ; 
ay > falar for something like! a substitute for the lead pilot in] TAY Se 
S t 


. __ |]the event he was unable to fly. “ah ae 
‘ We were Champing at the bit} “tt was ‘some wecks prior a get it out of you, 
Most of 1958, all of 1959, andfthe first April fight, when we Phe: 
thus far in 1960, there had becol were studying routes, that 1 fi- aware ofthe u 
a drastic reduction in the nunri natty asked the question, eanfercens hy 
ber’ of overilights. Monthsh “1¢ had been put off much tool” place cy 
would pass without one. “Alliong, ‘rhere had been no. mens piigees itd 
though never told the reason for ; 7 day, Wwe. 


the severe cutback, we presum- tion’ of it in our contracts. ity 


" Viithad never been brought up in: : 
El al aaa of the politi-! our briefings. We had never dis-' 


i cussed it among ourselves, Yet}. 
I knew we had thought about it 

re ot at least, I knew one pilot 

“+ Though Opefation ‘Oyertiight 
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